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LESSON: God Answers Every Prayer 

Jesus makes some bold statements in our Gospel 

today. He says that whoever asks will receive, 

whoever seeks will find, and whoever knocks will 

get the door opened. Now some of us walk around 

believing what he really meant was ALMOST 

everyone and some of us also wonder if he 

Can really make such an unconditional guarantee? 

He can. After all, he is all-powerful and all-knowing. 

Even so, it still seems too good to be true. It's hard 

for us to accept these statements as they stand.  



We kind of want to treat them like poetry, to 

admire their beauty without taking them literally.  

And Jesus knew that we would be tempted to doubt 

them.  So he reiterated them into us by using 

examples.  Would any earthly father worthy of the 

title torture his children by giving them stones 

instead of bread.  Would he give his child a balled 

up scorpion instead of an egg?  Of course not. Even 

though we are "wicked" as Jesus said in the Gospel, 

we still try to give good things to those we love.  

Well then, we can easily understand how God, 

whose love is unencumbered by even the slightest 

smidgeon of selfishness, is certainly even more 

eager to give good things to us, whom he loves 



tirelessly and without measure. Just as Christ 

answered his disciples' request to teach them how 

to pray by giving them the Our Father, the most 

perfect of prayers, so he will hear every request we 

ask of him, and answer it even more generously 

than we could possibly have hoped for.  Those who 

ask WILL receive, and those who seek WILL find, 

because God is simply too good not to answer every 

prayer he hears.  In a sense, the history of salvation 

is a history of God answering the prayers of his 

people.  The Old Testament is a litany of answered 

prayers. The encounter between God and Abraham 

in the First Reading, bargaining over the fate of 



Sodom and Gomorrah, that’s one of the most 

famous and most memorable prayer. 

Then, Moses repeatedly interceding for the 

Israelites, God delivers each time.   And after the 

Israelites’ get to the Promised Land, God answers 

their pleas for deliverance by sending Judges and 

prophets and finally a King. Hannah is granted a son 

after her heartfelt prayer. Judith and Esther are 

granted miraculous victories in the face of 

overpowering enemies and it happened through 

their humble and fervent prayers,  and this isn’t old 

testament but I had to add this one personal 

experience with God answering prayer - Camille and 

I have three boys and she always prayed that one of 



her boys would get ordained.  Had she just been a 

little more specific, one of our sons may have been 

serving here today! The point is that the list of 

answered prayers goes on and on.  God is the 

initiator of creation and salvation, but that doesn't 

mean that he wants to do everything all by himself. 

He created us and guides us through the maze of 

life, but he guides us in accordance with our human 

nature, and that means respecting our freedom and 

listening to our prayers.  He is not a tyrannical 

dictator, but an all-powerful Father who honors our 

freedom.  He doesn't want to force himself on us, 

but at the same time, he is standing eagerly at our 

side waiting for the moment in which we will turn 



and ask for help.  It is good to be reminded of this in 

a culture like ours that has this arrogant confidence 

in technology and science.  We are not God. We 

need God. We will always need God.  Asking, 

seeking, and knocking didn't go out of style with the 

discovery of electricity, the internet or social media.  

God wants us to admit and accept this need, to take 

seriously his invitation to ask, seek, and knock.  If 

we do, we give him more room to work in our lives.  

Pope John Paul II used to receive thousands of 

letters in which people asked him to pray for their 

needs, their families, and their problems.  He kept a 

stack of paper with all these prayer requests in his 

kneeler.  Throughout the day, he would visit the 



chapel and pray for as many of the intentions as he 

could. The rest he would entrust to the care of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary.  It is a sign of spiritual maturity 

to approach God in prayer, persistently and 

confidently with all of our needs, material, 

emotional, and spiritual.  If we aren't doing so 

regularly, both as individuals and as families, it 

probably means that we are drifting away from 

God.  But today, today, he is inviting each of us to 

come back, to come closer, to keep asking, to keep 

seeking, and to keep knocking. He’s challenging us 

to Taste and See his goodness!!  In this Mass, we 

will all be praying to God, from the depth of our 

hearts, for so many things that we think we need or 



want. And then, together, before we receive Christ 

into our bodies, we are going to Pray the prayer 

that Jesus taught his disciples on this day 2000 

years ago. Today and every day forward, Pray. Seek 

the God who wants to give good things to you; 

Knock on the door of the God who wants to make 

you shine, pray to the God who wants to answer 

you even more generously than you could have 

possibly have hoped.  What could warm a Father's 

heart more than that?  

 


